Langy’s Local School News
DIARY DATES
REMEMBER!
School Office Hours
8.45am – 4pm
Please email the office outside
these hours:
lang.lang.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Labour Day
Public Holiday
8th March
McLeod College Band
Playing
10th March
5/6 Camp
Sovereign Hill
10th—12th March
District Tennis
Select students
12th March
School Council Meeting
16th March
School Photos
22nd March
Last Day of Term 1
Thursday 1st April
2.30pm finish
First Day of Term 2
19th April
3/4 Camp
Waratah Bay
21st—23rd April
(cost $285)
TERM DATES 2021
Term 1: 27/01/21 - 1/04/21
Term 2: 19/04/21 - 25/06/21
Term 3: 12/07/21 - 17/09/21
Term 4: 04/10/21– 17/12/21
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A Message From The Principal
Dear Families,
Our whole school focus this year is reading. We are always reflecting on how
we can improve and thereby improve student outcomes. Our dedicated
teachers have been having discussions about improvement; always ensuring
that students remain central to all they do and that they are able to reach their
full potential.
Families play a key role in developing, from birth, a child’s language and
literacy skills. A child’s understanding of the world and their capacity to learn
is greatly influenced by how much their family values their literacy skills.
Children who start school with greater literacy skills perform better in school,
and not just in language-based subjects like English.
It is important to think of literacy in the early years as a range of different
activities and forms of communication including music, movement, dance,
storytelling, visual arts and drama, as well as talking, viewing, reading,
drawing and writing.
Oral language skills are an important predictor of reading and writing skills, so
the better your child can speak, the better their overall literacy skills will
develop.
Helping Your Child to Speak and Listen
In your child’s early years literacy can always be fun. Excursions and playtime
are great activities in which to engage and talk with your child. Fun activities
are also the best opportunities to teach your child new vocabulary and new
ways of saying things.
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Other fun activities can include:
•
Sharing rhymes, poems and songs. Encourage your child to join in.
•
Sharing and talking about family histories and family photos.
•
Looking at picture books or art books. Ask your child to describe what is happening in the
pictures and make up stories together.
•
Collecting cardboard and other household items for your child to build with. Ask your child to
describe what they are building.
•
Looking at ‘junk mail’ and talking about the things for sale.
•
Listening to simple radio programs or podcasts together and discussing the content.
•
Playing vocabulary games with your child such as, “what’s the opposite of ….?” (for example,
“what’s the opposite of big?”) and “what’s another word for….?” (for example, “what’s another
word for angry?”).
Older children speak with greater fluency and with a greater knowledge of the world. Some tips to foster
fluent speaking include:
•
Trying to ask your child specific questions about their day. A general question like, “how was
your day?” will likely get a single-word response of, “good.” Ask specific questions like, “what is
the book you are reading in class about?” or “what did you do at lunchtime today?”
•
Involving your child in your discussions about the day’s events or current events. Ask their
opinion. This helps them understand different perspectives and increases their vocabulary.
•
Showing a genuine interest in your child’s reading, writing and viewing of all types of texts.
Talking about texts can create meaningful discussions and help your child see them as
important.
•
Showing interest in topics your child is studying at school. These can be a great springboard
into discussions.
•
Encouraging your child to discuss their everyday problems and feelings.
•
Using questions and discussion to explore other people’s feelings. This will help your child to
develop empathy for others.
•
Using questions and discussion to broaden your child’s experience and knowledge of the
world, particularly during new experiences or on outings.

Jennifer Cox
Acting Principal

We look forward to continuing our partnership with home and knowing we both want what is best for our
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Positive School Wide
Behaviour Awards
The following students recently received an award for: Being Respectful.
Congratulations to all those students for helping to make Lang Lang Primary School great!

Prep D - Alyssa

Prep T - Georgie

1/2 H - Tilly

1/2 D - Lilly

1/2 M - Lilah

3/4 D - Abbey

3/4 M -

5/6 H - Lucas

5/6 S - Layla

Music - 1/2 H

Art - 5/6 H

PE - Prep T
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Positive School Wide
Behaviour Awards
The following students recently received an award for: Being Safe.
Congratulations to all those students for helping to make Lang Lang Primary School great!

Prep D - Ollie

Prep T - Nash

1/2 H - Katy

1/2 D - Archie

1/2 M - Ella

3/4 D - Justin

3/4 M - Olly

5/6 H - Jarom

5/6 S - Felicity

Music - Prep T

Art -

PE - 5/6 H

Captains - 1/2 D

Ed Support - Olly

Student Reports and
Parent-Teacher Conferences
Reports and parent-teacher conferences let you know how your child is going at school.
Student reports
Previously, student reports were given out at the end of terms 2 and 4. We are now writing Learning
Tasks with comments every fortnight (however the lockdown has thrown us out a bit).
Currently there are two report comments on Compass about your child. The first is about how they are
settling into their new class, and the second is about Maths, particularly the number strand. The Learning Task outlines the expectation of learning for that year level, and the comment tells you how your
child is progressing in relation to that expectation.
At the end of the semester, these comments will be collated into one report, along with the progression
points. Please log into Compass and receive immediate feedback on your child’s progress – you don’t
have to wait until June!
Parent-teacher conferences
It was wonderful to see so many families at the recent conferences. These are very important as this
meeting allows home and school to;
•
meet and get to know each other
•
build a positive relationship
•
share information about your child's interests and learning
•
talk about student progress.
These valuable meetings can help the teacher understand more about your child. You can also learn
where you can help your child in their learning. You can also ask for a conference at other times. If
you're concerned about your child's progress, contact your child’s teacher via Compass to make an
appointment.
Some families were contacted by classroom teachers and made alternative times outside the Conferences. These meetings should all be completed by the end of the week. If you do not yet have a time,
please arrange one with the classroom teacher.
After the conference
Keep in regular contact with the teacher to follow up on your agreed plan, if there was one.
Talk with your child about what you discussed. Talk about ways you can work together to improve their
learning.
Feedback from our Families
At Lang Lang Primary School we always welcome positive or constructive feedback. We see this as a
method of ensuring ongoing improvement and better meeting the needs of our school community.
Whilst we do prefer feedback of the positive kind, we do realise that there are times when families are
concerned about their child’s learning or about a school process. We encourage parents to make contact with the classroom teacher to discuss or clarify any concerns or issues. The teacher knows your
child better than anyone else in the school and will be able to address most concerns.

Student Enrolment Information

Each child has taken home an envelop containing the current student enrolment information we have
for them. Please read though this information carefully, add in / take out any information that needs
updating and return to your child’s teacher as soon as possible. Thank you for your assistance in helping us keep this information up to date.

Grade 6 Jumpers
Our 2021 Grade 6 jumpers have arrived!!! The Grade 6 students are wearing their new
uniform with pride and we are thrilled with the wonderful example they are setting to the
younger students.

Grade 5/6 Camp
Grade 5/6 camp consent forms and payment need to be finalised before students are able
to attend camp on the 10th March.

Compass Comment

Every child has a Maths comment that has been uploaded by their classroom teacher on Compass.
Please refer to the article in Mini News #1 (10th February) for more information on how to access this
information on your child’s progress. Mini News #1 has been archived on the School’s Website in the
Newsletter’s Section. You can also click on the following link: Mini News #1
.

More information for parents and families about Compass can be found on the link - https://
www.compass.education/guide

Past Newsletters

School newsletters are available for viewing on Compass for a two week period. If you need to access
past newsletters, they are located on our school website: http://www.langlangps.com.au/
newsletters.html

Privacy Reminder

As stated on your child’s enrolment form, our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and
parent personal information for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the
Schools’ Privacy Policy.
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found at the end of this Newsletter.
For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents.

Easter Raffle Tickets

Our very popular Easter Hamper Raffle is taking place this term and will be drawn at the end of Term
1. Raffle ticket booklets containing 5 tickets have been sent home with the eldest child from each family. Each ticket can be purchased for $1. If you would like extra tickets please contact the office.
Easter eggs, toy or book donations for the Easter Raffle hampers can be brought to the office. Many
thanks to the families who have already sent in these items.

Easter Colouring Competition

Colouring in competition sheets were recently sent home with all students. Completed sheets can be
returned to school and they will be passed on to Stockdale and Leggo in Kooweerup, who are running
the competition. Spare colouring in sheets are available from the office. Entries must be brought to the
office by Wednesday 10th March.

School Council Elections

Why would I want to be on School Council?
•
It’s a great way to get involved and have a real say in what your school is doing for you
child/children.
•

It’s a very good way to help present and future students of our school.

•

Your child/children may feel a greater sense of belonging with the school.

Do I have what it takes to be on School Council?
•
You need to be keen, but don’t need to be an expert.
•

You need to be able to work in a team.

•

You do need to be prepared to commit the time needed to ensure the work of council gets
done.

•

School Councils work best when they have people from a variety of backgrounds and have
different experiences.

An election is to be conducted for members of the school council of Lang Lang Primary School.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4.00pm on
Wednesday 10th March, 2021. Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school.
Membership
category
Parent/Carer
member

Term of Office
From the day after the date of the declaration of the poll in 2021 to
and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2023.

Number of
positions
8

The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category
open for election are below.
A ‘School Council Election Fact Sheet’ and ‘School Council Nomination Form’ can be found in the back
section of the newsletter.
School Council Meeting Dates
•
16th March
•
18th May
•
15th June
•
20th July
•
17th August
•
19th October
•
16th November

eSmart
Online Gaming
Online games can be great fun for your child, but make sure you can help them manage the risks.
•
81% of children aged 8 to 17 have played an online game.
•
64% have played a multiplayer online game with others.
•
52% have played with people they did not know.
•
17% have experienced bullying or abuse while playing a network game with others.
•
34% have made an in-game purchase and this rose to 45% when they played a network
game with others.
How to create a safer gaming environment for your child
Prepare
•
Locate the computer or games console in an open area of your home, or if your child is
playing on their handheld device, get them to do it in the family room.
•
Install current security software on all devices to protect against viruses, malware and other
online threats.
•
Activate parental controls and safety features on the device or in the app or browser. These
controls can help restrict access to certain content and limit spending on in-game and inapp purchases. See our advice on taming the technology.
Build good habits
• Help your child to protect their privacy online — get them to use a screen name that does not
reveal their real name.
• Teach your child not to click on links provided by strangers, like ‘cheat’ programs to help with
game play, which might expose their device to viruses or malware.
Agree on strategies to help them to switch off, like a timer that signals game time is nearly
over, with consequences for not switching off.
•

Stay involved
• Talk regularly with your child about their gaming interests and who they play with online. Help
them understand the risks.
• Play alongside your child to get a better sense of how they are handling their personal information and who they are communicating with.
• Monitor the time your child spends online and keep a look out for any changes in their activity,
school or social behaviours.
• Encourage your child to tell you if they experience anything that worries them or makes them
uncomfortable.
Be aware of what they are playing
• Games vary in their level of violent or sexual content, and may contain themes, language and images that are unsuitable for your child.

eSmart
Be aware of what they are playing continued...
•
You can check the age guidelines and classification for an individual game on its website or
product packaging, or from the Australian Classification Board’s public database.
Empower your child
• Wherever possible, help them make wise decisions for themselves, rather than tell them what
to do.
• Try to provide them with strategies for dealing with negative online experiences that will
build their confidence and resilience. Our online gaming advice for young people may be a
good starting point.
Is your child spending too much time gaming?
Look out for signs such as:
• less interest in social activities like meeting friends or playing sport.
• not doing so well at school.
• tiredness, sleep disturbance, headaches or eye strain.
• changes in eating patterns.
• reduced personal hygiene.
• obsession with particular websites or games.
• anger when being asked to take a break from online activity, or appearing anxious or irritable
when away from the computer.
• becoming withdrawn from friends and family.
•

Our guide to managing time online for parents and carers can help you get things under control.

LANG LANG PRIMARY SCHOOL

EXPECTED BEHAVIOURS
IN THESE SETTINGS WE ARE...

CLASSROOM

ALL SETTINGS

RESPECTFUL

SAFE

RESPONSIBLE

Follow directions.

Keep body to self.

Wear the correct school uniform.

Use please, thank you and ex-

Walk inside.

Look after our own things.

cuse me.

Are in the right place at the right

Organise the correct equipment.

Use a kind tone of voice.

time.

Participate.

Use equipment for its correct

Give others space.

Listen actively.

Stay on task.

Allow others to stay on task.
Put our hands up to speak.

Tuck in our chairs.

Work quietly.

Sit only where we are meant to.

Work as a team.

Pack up.
Arrive in the classroom on
time.
Complete all tasks.

Reminders
Health
Just a reminder that children must be well in order to
attend school.
Please check your child each morning to ensure that they are not suffering from any of the following symptoms:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fever
Chills
Sore throat
Cough
Runny nose
Loss of sense of smell

Your help and understanding is greatly appreciated in this matter.

Hats
In Term 4 our SunSmart Policy requires all students to wear a school hat when they are outside
at school. Students without hats will be required to play undercover cover.
By 2022 we will swap our bucket hats over to wide brimmed hats.
Please consider purchasing a wide brimmed hat in the meantime if you need a new one.
School hats can be purchased from the Beleza School Uniform Shop at Cranbourne or Pakenham
or from the Beleza website: https://store.beleza.com.au
Pakenham
7/99 Bald Hill Rd Pakenham VIC 3810
Phone: (03) 5941 4989

Cranbourne
126 High Street Cranbourne VIC 3977
Phone: (03) 5996 6861

Labelling Clothing
Please remember to label your children’s jumpers and jackets. As children warm up during the day
they often take off these extra layers!
Name labels should only be placed on the inside collar or inside waist band
of school uniform.
External labelling of school uniform is not within school policy.

Reminders
Lost Property
If your child is missing a jumper, drink bottle or other item, please remind them to come and
check the lost property box in the main hallway outside the G 1/2 classrooms.
Any lost property not collected will be sent to the OP Shop at the end of the term.

Cutlery
Please provide your child with their own plastic spoon or fork if they need utensils to eat their food
while at school.

Masks
All parents and carers must wear marks while on school grounds, in line with
government requirements. Please remember to also hand sanitise if you come
into the office.

Drink Bottles

Please provide your child with their own, named drink
bottle to use each day at school.

Help Available

If youhygiene
or anyone
you know
help,
please contact:
For
reasons,
theneeds
school
drinking
fountains are currently not in operation.
Lifeline on 13 11 14
Kids Helpline on 1800 551 800

Direct Line Victoria drug/alcohol counselling on 1800 888 236
Mens Line Australia on 1300 789 978
Suicide Call Back Service on 1300 659 467
Beyond Blue on 1300 224 636
Headspace on 1800 650 890
Head to Help on 1800 595 212

School Council Election Fact Sheet

School Council Election Fact Sheet

